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WEEK 1 

Fri 19 Oct Kids and Dads Camp #2 

WEEK 8 

Wed 12 Sep Maths Olympiad 

Fri 14 Sep Last day for Book Club Orders 
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WEEK 9 

Mon 17 Sep Sydney North Athletics Carnival 

Tues 18 Sep P&C Meeting 

Wed 19 Sep Performing Arts Concert 
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School Captains at State Parliament 
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Mon 22 Oct Mufti Day 
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Thurs 25 Oct School Photos 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear Parents & Students, 

The students and staff are looking forward to showcasing the 
amazing talents of our students through next week’s Performing 
Arts Concert (PAC). Three shows are scheduled, Wednesday 
matinee, Thursday matinée and evening. The theme is ‘Into The 
Woods’, a journey of inspiration. Thank you all parents for 
supporting this major event. Mrs Georgiou has done fantastic work 
coordinating the PAC with all staff contributing. 

Parents and carers (esp. grandparents) are encouraged to 
complete the Tell Them From Me survey. The survey allows 
parents/carers to provide important insight into their child's 
education and school environment.  Parents and carers are an 
important and valued part of our school community.  We would 
appreciate your input and look forward to hearing what you have 
to say.  The school will use survey feedback to make practical 
improvements and inform future school planning. The survey can 
be accessed via https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/survey/splash/
hc9gc 

We welcome the return of Mrs Bretherton to 1JB. We are 
extremely grateful to Mrs Pendleton for continuing the 
quality learning in 1JB during Mrs Bretherton's term of absence.

Soon Mrs Johnson will be taking leave for a special occasion. Mrs 
Bretherton will teach 1JB from Monday to Friday. This will 
commence early in term 4. We wish Mrs Johnson, her husband 
and son the very best as they welcome another Johnson to their 
young family. 

An expression of interest is currently in place to appoint an Acting 
Principal for the school from day 1, term 4. 

A reminder the next P&C meeting will be held this coming 
Tuesday 18 September. It will be held in the library from 7.45pm. It 
would be great to have your attendance. The P&C makes a huge 
difference to assisting with our students and school needs.  

Our capable P&C President, Mr Mohinder Rao, has proven to 
chair very worthwhile and effective meetings.  

As the saying goes, “A concise (P&C) meeting is a good (P&C) 
meeting”. 

Aim High! 

Greg McLaren, Principal. 

“Every student is known, valued and cared for in our schools.” 

 NSW Department of Education Strategic Plan 2018-2022. 
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PREMIER’S DEBATING 

Last Friday, our four Kindergarten classes experienced an 

eye-opening opportunity by travelling to the Royal Botanic 

Gardens. This experience assists with units of work in  

English, HSIE and Science. It relates to the book 

‘Alexander’s Outing’ by Pamela Allen. Many stories from 

the day should be relayed from our enthusiastic Kindy  

students. I am extremely grateful to the many parents who 

accompanied the students. Thank you the school staff for 

organising the excursion and looking after our precious 

students on the day.  

Congratulations to our Premier’s Debating Challenge   

students who defeated Killara PS in round 4. The team 

comprised of Ethan L, Ruby W, Leon R and Noah D. 

They argued successfully for the affirmative hat ‘That  

primary schools should teach compulsory swimming  

classes’. That is three wins from four debates. This week 

the team edges their way towards Regional Champions. 

We wish them well with their future debates. We are 

grateful for Miss Duncan’s coaching and commitment. 

 MUSIC BY MOONLIGHT 

KINDERGARTEN EXCURSION 

This weekend, our school will again host local schools’ 

bands in the Music by Moonlight Concert. The P&C Band 

Committee initiated this event with ongoing popular  

reviews from all schools involved. Schools contributing to 

the concert include Normanhurst West PS, Turramurra PS, 

Warrawee PS, Pennant Hills PS and Thornleigh West PS. I 

thank the P&C, especially Mrs Wendy Griffiths, Mrs Ines 

Matenaer and other parents as well as band conductors for 

their active program, enabling our musicians many  

opportunities to shine. 
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PARENT INFORMATION 

School Improvements by the Dozen for September and October onwards 

 The school has purchased a further 15 brand new 5th generation iPads to replace the aging 
reconditioned fleet. Any class in the school can book these to support learning.

 The general assistants workshop will be relocated to enable chair and additional P&C 
storage near the COLA.

 The school has purchased additional MultiLit reading tutor teaching kits. The funding of these 
resources has come from both school and P&C funds.

 The upcoming holidays will enable the construction of an outdoor learning area directly 
outside the    library entrance. Weather permitting, as the students return for term 4, a three tier 
concrete area will replace the current eyesore garden. This project was largely funded by our 
generous P&C with the help of a Federal Government grant.

 The upcoming holidays will enable the removal of the unsafe concrete barbeque allowing 
later in the year for the development of another outdoor learning space which will include 
gardens and seating as well as other special features. This project was inspired by a Years 3 & 4 
project based learning unit.

 Our talented general assistant, Mr Pendleton will display his cabinetry skills during the 
upcoming holidays to build music storage in the resource room next to the Early Intervention 
room. This room will be known as the performing arts room. It still will be shared with OOSH 
depending on the time of day. Mr Pendleton’s skills will save the school a tremendous amount of 
money.

 An additional class pack of Lego EV3 Robotics for 20 students plus storage has been 
purchased.

 Our refurbished student toilets project has been completed. Next week, the much needed 
upgrade will be officially opened with the construction contractor handover. We thank the 
Department of Education for fully funding this project.

 The school has purchased new representative sport shirts and singlets through a Sports 
grant and PDHPE funding.

 Soon fencing with gates will separate the students from the staff carpark. The fencing will 
partition student pedestrian access near the uniform shop as well as near the school office steps. 
We have discussed this plan through WH&S and with the assistance of Department of Education 
consultants.

 20 sets of various titled Readers for Year 3-6 has been purchased. The various titles should 
engage reluctant readers and extend proficient readers.

 The school has purchased six digital cameras. This enables more photographs from our eight 
trained student photographers from Year 6. As part of the student leadership program the 
photographers include: Olivia, Emily, Seth, Anton, Owen, Archie, Natalie and Will. 

Student Photography Competition 

Nearing the submission deadline which is tomorrow, the Kids (Children) Photography Competition 
for the School Community Calendar has proven to be very popular. Examples of the photographs 
are displayed around our playground. All students are encouraged to take their best photograph 
related to the category. This is a P&C fundraising initiative coordinated by school parent, Mrs    
Angela Carswell. For further information and entry submission     

email: nwpscalendar2019@gmail.com 4 

mailto:nwpscalendar2018@gmail.com


Family Fun Day 

Preparations are going well beyond expectation for this year’s Family Fun Day (FFD) held 
annually at the school. Please set aside Sunday, 4 November to enjoy an entertaining day at our 
school fair. More information can be found through links at the Normanhurst West P&C website: 
http://www.normanhurstwestpandc.com.au/. The school community appreciates the tireless 
effort from the organising FFD committee, capably led by Michelle Duncan.

Kindergarten Enrolments for 2019 

ALL Enrolment Forms Are Due Now  - This includes siblings of current students. 

Many thanks to those parents who have already notified the office about their child starting 
Kindergarten in 2019. If any current NWPS parent has a child who will be starting school next year 
or if any of our families have neighbours in that position please inform them Normanhurst West PS 
is now taking enrolments for next year. It is important to get enrolments in as soon as possible as 
this assists our planning for 2019. Enrolment forms are available at the school office on request. 

Performing Arts Concert 2018 

It’s finally arrived! Practices have been underway and students are very excited. Please arrive 

promptly with your reserved ticket and be seated ready for the concert. Students will need to be 

signed out after the night performance so please go to the classroom listed below to 

collect your child/children. 

Kindy in KG and KT rooms Year 1 in 1JB and 1S rooms Year 2 in 1/2G and 2V rooms 

Year 3 in 3MC and 3H rooms Year 4 in 4G and 4M rooms  Year 5 in 5P and 5VS rooms  

Year 6 in 6S and 6M rooms 

Some seats and standing room is available for the Thursday night concert. Please purchase 

tickets on the night from Mr Gibbons.

School Photos 

Photos have been scheduled for Thursday 25th October.  Envelopes indicating a choice of 
package options will be sent home early next term. Please return envelopes with payment to your 
class teacher promptly.  Students without a pre-paid envelope will not receive a photo package. 

Each child must have their own envelope filled in, although payment for families with more than 
one child may be made through just one child. Please indicate on each envelope, which sibling 
has the payment. 

If you wish to order a family photo, envelopes for these photos will be available from the office. 
Once again payment for these photos must be pre-paid. 

All students are required to wear full SUMMER uniform with nicely polished shoes. 

Group photos have been scheduled for Wednesday 24th October. A timetable regarding these 
photos will be sent out next term. If you wish to order a group photo, envelopes for these photos 
will be available from the office. 

When is Performing Arts Concert? There are three performances: 

Wednesday 19
th

 September at 11:30am 

Thursday 20
th

 September at 11:30am 

Thursday 20
th

 September at 6:00pm 

Who goes to the Performing Arts All students are expected to attend. 

Where do the students go? All students are to stay with their class supervised by the teachers. 

What do students wear? Notes regarding costumes requirements have been sent home. 

Is my child involved? All students K-6 are involved and will be performing at all three 

performances. 
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PARENT INFORMATION 

Garden Club News 

Garden Club members were spoilt by Mrs Cook as she made delicious Cheese and spinach 
triangles from the spinach we had been growing all winter. Gardening is so fun and very rewarding 
too!  

NWPS has done it again! 

At the end of August, we sent four of our finest pilots to represent our school at the 2018 STANSW 
Young Scientist Paper Plane State Championships. This annual event, held at Sydney University, 
sees qualifying students from all over our state compete in 2 categories: time aloft and distance.  

For the second year in a row, NWPS has achieved very pleasing results against stiff competition. 
Dominic achieved 6th place in the Year 4 Distance final, followed by Daniel who took out the Year 
6 Distance competition with a whopping 28.90 metres! He also took home $100 in prize money. 

As the boys will tell you, making paper planes is so much more than a quick way to deal with 
unwanted sheets of homework. It’s an opportunity to engage in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. Students are learning the art of aerodynamics. Each time they alter a part of 
their design to improve their flight, they are also learning about the importance of variables.  

And, let’s not ignore the persistence they are developing along the way. 

Our Paper Plane Pilots: 

Cassiel, Dominic, Daniel and Patrick 

Great job boys! 
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PSSA Beecroft Zone Athletics Carnival 2018 

On Wednesday 22nd August, we had a number of student athletes representing our school at the 

Zone Track Athletics Carnival at Greenway Park, Cherrybrook. All NWPS students ran in their 

races with determination, effort and enthusiasm and some even made it to the Finals for their age 

group. I would like to commend all students on their positive behaviour and demonstrating 

maturity. We also had a special guest appearance from Olympic Hurdler, Michelle Jenneke, who 

brought a lot of excitement to the carnival. Some of our students received her autograph and had 

a photo taken with her. Congratulations to Ellis T for his success on the day and making it to Area 

to represent our school and Beecroft Zone. Well done to all our NWPS Zone Track Athletes. 

 Ellis T and Dylan R with Michelle Jenneke  Eve C with Michelle Jenneke 

2018 Premier’s Reading Challenge 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge for this year has now finished for student entries!!! If you missed 
getting all your books entered, please contact Miss Jones ASAP (via school email) so she 
can assist you in meeting the final deadline (Friday 14th September). 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who have had their reading logs validated: 

Sylvie A (KC), Siuyu Z (KF), Joanna M (1JB), Hailey R (1P), Ryan N (1S), 

Oliver G (2M), Aria W (2JN), Christian B (3MC), Ayana K (3S), Finley G (4M), 

Josh D-N (5/6D), Leon R (5/6D), Stella B (6M) and Katie B (6S) 

This brings the total of successfully validated reading records to 169.  

Thank you for your assistance throughout the Challenge. Certificates will be distributed in Term 4. 
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PARENTS AND CITIZENS (P&C)  

Thank you NWPS children for sending in such amazing photos!  

Can’t wait to see the final copy of the "2019 NWPS Community Calendar". 

We have announced 2V and 3MC as the winners for sending in the most photos. Well 
done, enjoy the TNT (ice block) party.  

However, just to make sure your child doesn’t miss out - you can still email a pic through 
until Friday night!!! 

Email: nwpscalendar2019@gmail.com 

Happy photo taking. 

The P&C would like to find out from our school community what you would like to see the P&C fund for the 
school in 2019.  

We have some ideas, but would like you to give us more!!! 

At the next P&C meeting, Tuesday 18 September, feedback from this consultation will then 
be summarised. Members will then vote on the priority items for the P&C to fund in 2019.   

The items will then be presented by the P&C Executive to the Principal,  to jointly design and agree to the 
2019 P&C Expenditure Plan.  

Please click on the link to complete the survey! 

What should the P&C fund the school in 2019? 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJ5RZ6G  
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PARENTS AND CITIZENS (P&C)  

Family Fun Day - Sunday 4 November 2018 

Volunteers Needed to Help with FFD 2018 

We are fortunate to have many talented and enthusiastic parents at our school and we need your 
help with FFD 2018! If you’re able to spare some time to join our friendly team we would be most 
grateful. Our school’s annual fundraiser wouldn’t be possible without the help of our amazing 
volunteers. Even if it’s just a couple of hours you can spare we can find a role that fits in with you. 

The 5c Challenge Returns! Last year our fabulous students collected over 28,000 coins for 
the 5c Challenge – an amazing effort. This year we are hoping to break that record and to make it 
easier we are adding 10c coins to the challenge.  So start collecting your 5c & 10c coins and bring 
them into your class.  The class that collects the most coins will be enjoying Krispy Kreme Donuts! 

Donations Required for our Auction 

The Auction is a popular part of FFD offering some great bargains and proceeds go directly back to 
our school. Please consider donating an item such as gift vouchers or products for gift hampers. 
We will gratefully receive any donation. Please ask your work, neighbours and friends if they can 
help our school by donating an item to our Auction, thank you.  

Michelle Duncan, Family Fun Day Committee 

Ph. 0411 140 015 
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Great value for 15 rides & 5 hours of fun!
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Sunday 4th November 2018
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Normanhurst West PS

4-10 Dartford Rd,
Thornleigh

Normanhurst West
Public School

Entertainment for all ages

or @NWPSPandC.



Centre Director and Early Childhood Teacher position available 

Normanhurst West Community preschool is looking to appoint a person in the position of Centre Director and Early 

Childhood Teacher in our thriving preschool.  

The successful applicant will have an in depth knowledge of relevant frameworks and regulations pertaining to Early 

Childhood Teaching. In addition they will possess exceptional communication and leadership skills in order to head up a 

team of dedicated and experienced professionals in implementing the curriculum. 

The position is a full time position based on five day week. (Two days of 9 hours for teaching and planning; and three 7.5 

hour days allocated to fulfill duties as Director). Competitive, above award salary offered.  

Qualifications 

 Diploma or Bachelor qualification in accordance with ACECQA Approved Early Childhood Teaching  

 Working with Children Check  

 National Police Clearance  

 Approved First Aid Qualification that includes applying first aid, emergency asthma management and 

anaphylaxis 

 Child Protection Qualification approved by State Regulatory Body 

Experience and Capabilities 

 Thorough knowledge of EYLF, NQS, regulations and law 

 Experience with business governance and process management 

 Ability to lead the team in curriculum planning and professional development 

 Thorough knowledge of early childhood education centre administrative and financial functions 

 Ability to develop, implement and evaluate policies and procedures 

 Knowledge of Workplace Safety & Health 

 Computer literacy 

Please contact the Management Committee if you have any queries regarding the position. In order to apply please 

forward your resume along with a covering letter explaining why you are suitable for the position to 

nwcpsmc@gmail.com. 
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NORMANHURST WEST PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DARTFORD ROAD THORNLEIGH  NSW  2120 

Phone:  9484 4252 or 9484 7359.  Facsimile: 9484 7354 
Email: normanhurw-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Website:   www.normanhurstwest.ps.education.nsw.gov.au 
Principal:  Mr G. McLaren 

 
   

  September 2018 
 

 

Dear Parent, 
 
Welcome to Normanhurst West Public School.  We hope your association 
with us will be a very happy and rewarding time for all. 
 
To facilitate as smooth a transition as possible for the children enrolling at our 
school we have arranged the following as part of our orientation program. 
 
Whilst out of area applications are still being considered and will be 
determined by the end of term 3, the experience of orientation day can only 
be positive for your child, no matter where you enrol.  We therefore extend 
this invitation to all families considering enrolling at Normanhurst West. 

 
PLEASE CHOOSE EITHER BOTH THE TUESDAY OR BOTH THE WEDNESDAY SESSIONS  

 
 

Parent Session 1 
 

KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION 
 
When:  Tuesday 30th    October 2018         
OR 
             Wednesday 31st   October 
2018 
 
Time:    9:15 to 11:00am  (Hall) 
 

 Parents will be presented with 
information regarding school 
routines, enrolment procedures, 
getting ready for school, how 
parents can get involved with 
school and other topics of 
concern 

 Uniform requirements will be 
addressed 

 Information pack will be 
distributed 

 Refreshments will be served 

Parent Session 2 
 

WHAT’S CHANGED? 
 

When:    Tuesday 6th November, 2018           
OR 
               Wednesday 7th   November, 2018 
  
Time:      9:15 to 10:30am  (Hall) 
 

 Parents will be given a brief outline of 
the Kindergarten curriculum and 
specifically changes in the teaching of 
Reading, Spelling, Writing and 
Mathematics with the Best Start 
Initiative 

 Refreshments will be served 
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The following program has been organised for the 2019 Kindergarten students: 

 

Child Session 1 
KINDERGARTEN WORKSHOP 

 

When: Tuesday 30th   October    or   
Wednesday 31st October 2018 
 
Time: 9:15 – 11:00am  (Kindergarten 
room) 
 

 Students will be involved in 
experiencing kindergarten 
activities 

 Refreshments will be served 
 

Child Session 2 
KINDERGARTEN WORKSHOP 

 

When: Tuesday 6th November    or   
Wednesday 7th   November, 2018 
  
Time: 9:15 – 10:30am  (Kindergarten room) 
 

 Students will be involved in 
experiencing kindergarten activities 

 Refreshments will be served 
 

 

This is a special occasion for parents and prospective Kindergarten students for 2019.  
Unfortunately due to Duty of Care issues, we are unable to cater for toddlers.  We 
therefore request that toddlers not attend these sessions. 
 
We will write to you again later in the year to let you know your child’s Best Start Assessment 
time (1 hour) which will be held a day or two before the kindergarten classes start.  We will 
advise you of the date that kindergarten classes start for 2019 at this time. 
 
Please remember that we must sight Immunisation documents, Birth Certificate and Proof of 
residential address before your child can start school.  If you have not already done so, 
please bring these documents with you on any of the orientation days. 
 
We are looking forward to being involved in your child’s education. 
 

Jane Grimshaw    Rel./Assistant Principal 

 
To assist us with catering for these orientation days, please complete and return the RSVP slip below or email it to   
normanhurw-p.admin@det.nsw.edu.au  by October 19, 2018 

 

 
PLEASE CHOOSE EITHER BOTH THE TUESDAYS OR BOTH THE WEDNESDAY 

SESSIONS  
 

I will be attending the following orientation days: 


 BOTH Tuesdays (October 30th & 
November 6th) 
 
                 ____________  Adults              
 
____________  2019 Kinders   
 



 BOTH  Wednesdays ( October 31st 
& November 7th) 
 
                 ____________  Adults              
 
____________  2019 Kinders   
 

Child’s Name: Contact Phone Number 
 


Email Address:    
 
Parent / Guardian Name:  
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